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DATE : March 17, 2008

STAFF RECOMMENDATION FOR APPROVAL OF GILA BEND POWER
PARTNERS, L.L.C.'S APPLICATION TO EXTEND EXPIRATION DATE
THREE YEARS FOR CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY GRANTED IN DOCKET no. L-00000V-02-0119, Case No.
119, DECISION NO. 65866.

On Ja nua ry 18, 2008, Gila  Be nd P owe r P a rtne rs , L.L.C. ("GBP P ") a pplie d for a  time
e xte ns ion of a  500 kV tra ns mis s ion line  Ce rtifica te  of Environme nta l Compa tibility ("CEC")
granted in Decis ion No. 65866. GBPP requests  tha t the  expira tion da te  of this  CEC be  extended
to April 11, 2011.

GBPP's  request for this  extens ion is  based on its  intention to match the  construction of
this  line  from the  500 kV Ha ssa ya mpa  S witchya rd to the  500 kV Jojoba  S witchya rd a long with
the  da tes  of construction of the  GBPP Power P lant (Case  No. 106, CEC granted under Decis ion
No. 63552), a nd of the  500 kV tra ns mis s ion line  from the  GBP P  P owe r P la nt to the  500 kV
Wate rme lon Switchya rd (Case  No. 109, CEC granted unde r Decis ion No. 63762). The  facilitie s
in Ca s e  Nos . 106 a nd 109 we re  gra nte d time  e xte ns ions  of the ir re s pe ctive  CECs  to April ll,
2011 (Decis ion No. 69177). S ince  the  transmiss ion line  re la tive  to Case  No. 119 comple te s  the
link o f the  GBP P  P owe r P la n t to  the  P a lo  Ve rde  Hub  via  the  Wa te rme lons  a nd  J o joba
Switchyards , it is  reasonable  to de lay cons truction of the Case No. 119 tra nsmis s ion line . GBP P
be lieves  tha t the  rapidly growing demand for power in Arizona  will require  additiona l gene ra tion
and transmission infrastructure  in the  next three  years .

Based on the above , S ta ff be lieves  tha t GBPP 's  time  extens ion reques t is  reasonable
and, the re fore , recommends approva l of the  requested CEC time  extension to April ll, 2011 .
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1 Watermelonand Jojoba  500 kV switchyard a re connected by two opera tiona l 500 kV transmiss ion lines  owned by
Arizona  Public Service Company ("APS").
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